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Governors State University 
Civil Service Senate 
Minutes 
Tuesday, February 19, 2013 
11:00 a.m. – Room D1496 
Meeting was called to order at 11:07 a.m. by Laura Owens.  Roll call was done by Lynne Clayton. 
 Present Excused Absent  Present Excused Absent 
Lynne Clayton (2014) X   Nancy McDaniel (2013) X   
Paula Cosenza (2014)  X  Eric Nicholson (2014) X   
Andrea Dal Polo (2014) X   Laura Owens (2013) X   
Joyce Giroux (2013)  X  Gina Ragland (2014) X   
Adrienne Gray (2013) X   Latonia Richmond (2013) X   
Shelina Jenkins (2014) X   Raquel Rios-Aguirre (2014)  X  
Shawn Jones (2013)  X  Kelly Robinson (2014) X   
Sheryl Jones-Harper (2014) X   Mary Rothenberg (2013) X   
Sandi Kawanna (2014) X   Karen Sinwelski (2013)  X  
Marlene Lees (2013)  X   Scott Smith (2013)   X 
 
Guests:    Angelique Crockett and Lauren Esolato 
Approval of Minutes:  The Minutes were read and approved for the following monthly meetings as 
follows:  October, 2012 minutes were moved to accept as is by Sandi Kawanna, seconded by Shelina 
Jenkins, all were in favor;  November, 2012 minutes were moved to accept as is by Kelly Robinson, 
seconded by Mary Rothenberg, all were in favor; January, 2013 were moved to accept with spelling 
corrections made to both Julia Jamison and Tamika Scott’s names respectively, by Mary Rothenberg, 
seconded by Adrienne Gray, all were in favor. 
Committee Reports:   
1. Governance Committee – Eric Nicholson – Our guests, Angelique Crockett and Lauren 
Esolato are both contemplating joining the senate and came today to see how it works.  It 
was discovered that Lauren does not have her full 6 months in until July, 2013 and cannot 
be voted in till then, however, Angelique was impressed with the meeting and was voted in 
to take a senate spot.  Shelina Jenkins moved to elect Angelique to the senate, Kelly 
Robinson seconded, all were in favor. 
 
2. Employee of the Month – Interim Chair, Shelina Jenkins – A lively discussion ensued 
regarding the whole process and HR’s involvement in that process.  Shelina will meet with 
her committee and also with Stephanie in HR to better understand and define the process.  
To her knowledge, the committee has been filled except for the faculty component.  There 
are still concerns regarding how late in the month the announcements are usually made and 
it was determined that waiting for the supervisor’s schedule to be open to present the 
award to the employee has severely hindered the process.  It was suggested that if the 
supervisor is not available in a timely manner that the supervisor assign another staff person 
to stand in for them.  Also, the picture process also seems to delay the timing of the 
announcement.  Again, the committee will work with HR to help streamline the process.  It 
was also decided to check the “rollover” process, so that nominees can be considered for 
future months.  Shelina will do her best to facilitate a more streamlined process.  She will 
keep the Senate informed of her progress. 
 
3. EAC Report – Maureen Bendoraitis – Laura Owens passed out the GSU Civil Service Salary 
Line Comparison Report that Kelly Robinson and she had been compiling.   Laura will pull 
other lines to compare and then send it all the HR for their review  and hopefully, 
recommend to the powers that be that salaries be raised to meet the norm, if not for all the 
lines, at least for some of them. 
 
4. Financial Report – Shelina Jenkins – Andrea Dal Polo informed the Senate that we ordered 
1000 carnations and made a profit of $407.30.  Laura Owens told the senate that we did 
send two flower arrangements to Ora Knox, who unfortunately, lost both her mother and 
sister in the last few weeks. 
 
5. Educational Assistance Fund Report –Lynne Clayton – Lynne let the senate know that there 
was only one application for the SP13 award, with the deadline looming in about one week.  
Lynne was asked what marketing she was doing, and she admitted that marketing was not 
her strong suit.  Kelly Robinson offered to help her with that.  
 
6.  Newsletter – Marlene Lees – Mary Rothenberg has offered to set-up the newsletter, but 
would need articles and pictures from other sources.  Both Lauren Esolato and Gina Ragland 
volunteered to write articles for the newsletter.  Lynne suggested that they all get with 
Marlene and find out what kind of subject matter is traditionally in the newsletter. 
 
7. Affairs Committee –  Andrea Dal Polo and  Lynne Clayton  
 
a. Valentine’s Day Carnation Sale – See Financial Report above. 
b. Heart Healthy Day – February 27th.  Andrea has reserved the Cafeteria Annex and 
coordinated with both Julia Jamieson in HR and CHHS for speakers to come and 
share their knowledge on keeping a healthy heart.  The timing did not work out for 
the Zumba fund raiser, so that aspect of the day has been scrapped. 
c. March 14th – “Pi” Day Bake Sale on March 14th has been approved and is moving 
forward.  Lynne passed around the flyer she made for the event. 
d. Spring Vendor Faire – Gina Ragland – May 2nd  from 10:00 am to 7:00 pm, is the date 
for the faire.  Gina will send out vendor applications the first week of March. 
 
New Business:   Laura Owens informed the senate that at the last BOT meeting, the Board announced 
that the residence hall bids came in under budget and they were able to accept one of the bids. 
 
Old Business:   None was addressed at this time. 
 
Adjournment:  Sandy Kawanna moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:49 am, Kelly Robinson seconded, all 
were in favor.  Meeting was adjourned for pizza and pop, provided by Laura Owens. 
